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ABOUT THE
STORM REPORT

STORM = Strategic Tracking Of Relevant Media

The STORM Report is a compilation of up-and-coming bands and artists
who are worth watching. Only those showing the most promising
potential for future commercial success make it onto our monthly list.

How do we know?

Through correspondence with industry insiders and our own ravenous
media consumption, we spend our month gathering names of artists
who are “bubbling under." We then extensively vet this information,
analyzing an artist’s print & digital media coverage, social media growth,
sales chart statistics, and various other checks and balances to ensure

that our list represents the cream of the crop.
How do we rank?

STORM has a new formula! Artists are now given a score out of 100 that
takes several factors of music success into account, including streaming,

social media influence, and industry support.
Why do we do it?

Music is the best way to sell products because it creates such a powerful
emotional connection with an audience. The STORM Report provides
our clients with a tool to harness the music that will be the most
relevant to audiences in the near future, thereby becoming very useful
for the enhancement of products, promotions, and platforms.
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LETTER FROM THE
EDITOR

Music has the ability to evoke powerful emotional responses in
listeners, making it one of the most pleasurable activities with which
people engage. One of my favorite things to do is to help our brand
clients to identify music for commercial campaigns and content
production. From creating an emotional connection to a brand
through the license of a familiar song or telling a story through
the lyrics of an entirely new track, synching the right song for the
moment is always exciting—and not as simple of a process as some
might assume. Navigating creative ideas, budgets, timelines, and
talent is not only complicated, but also time consuming.

We decided to dedicate this month's "Eye of the STORM" article to
the role of music supervisors, those often-unsung heroes who lead
all aspects of music in a production. In light of the recent EMMY
Award nominations, we are shining a well-deserved spotlight on the
talented television music supervisors for music-driven shows like
"Stranger Things" and "Euphoria," and exploring how this artformis
rapidly becoming one of the most important roles in any production.
Join memBrain as we take you "behind the music" of some of your
favorite shows—and tune in to the 74th Primetime Emmy Awards on
September 12th to see who takes home the statue for "Outstanding
Music Supervision" for 2022!

Enjoy!

Jennifer Sullivan
@ President, memBrain
Editor-in-Chief, The STORM Report
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Emmy nominated
music supervisor,
Nora Felder
(Stranger Things).
Source: IMDB

Behind the Music

By Grace Slansky and Jennifer Sullivan

eep running up that hill... Are you thinking about Stranger
Things? If youre not, youre one of the few who hasn’t
made a lasting connection between the expertly placed
Kate Bush song and the thrilling fourth season of the
Netflix series. While it’s historically not been at the center of the
entertainment conversation, the music soundtrack to our favorite
TV shows, movies, and games is often the reason that those
content creations have a lasting impression. When it comes to our
taste in music, many of us owe a debt to what has become known
as “music supervisors,” the mostly unknown figures responsible
for selecting and securing tracks to support a story’s narrative.

Rewind: The History of Music Supervision

Hollywood started using the official title “music
supervisor” in the 1950s, when Universal Pictures producer
Joseph Gershenson took that credit on Abbott and Costello Meet
the Invisible Man. Music either created or curated for the big screen,
movie soundtracks, have become even more timeless than the
films themselves. We can’t imagine 2001: A Space Odyssey without
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Strauss’ “Also Sprach Zarathustra,” The Bodyguard without “I Will
Always Love You,” Top Gun without “Danger Zone,” or Johnny
getting Baby out of the corner at the end of Dirty Dancing without
“(I've Had) The Time of My Life.”

Justlike on thebigscreen, music on television hasbecome essential.
Jingles and original theme songs became synonymous with
television shows like The Jeffersons, The Golden Girls, and Cheers in
the 1970s and 80s. By the 1990s and early 2000s, television shows
began to be known for their soundtracks. HBO’s The Sopranos
leveraged music by Journey, Jefferson Airplane, and of course,
Bruce Springsteen to build the world of Tony Soprano. Network
shows, likewise, became launching pads for emerging bands
and artists thanks to music supervisors like John McCullough
(Party of Five, Dawson’s Creek, Charmed), Jennifer Pyken (Felicity,
Alias, Smallville, One Tree Hill), and Alexandra Patsavas (The
O.C., Chuck, Grey’s Anatomy, Gossip Girl). Unlike securing music
for a feature film which typically has around 15-20 tracks, music
supervisors for television need to secure music for each episode
quickly and with much smaller budgets.




Music supervision is still an emerging field in the music industry
and one of the most misunderstood. Perhaps the largest
misconception is that a music supervisor simply creates playlists.
The Guild of Music Supervisors, an organization dedicated to
promoting awareness and understanding of the position within
the film industry, was only just founded in 2010.

By definition, a music supervisor oversees all aspects of music
in a project. In fact, the music supervisor role is essentially the
head of the music department for a production, meaning that
one must not only have a wide knowledge of music and music
history, but also hold a deep understanding of licensing and
creative rights. Music supervisors are challenged to not only
put together a cohesive soundtrack that everyone is happy about,
but also within the production budget. Hiring a knowledgeable
music supervisor also generally saves money as they know
how to handle licensing personalities and have forged deep
relationships with managers, record labels, and publishers.

As media becomes more immersive and multi-sensory, music
supervisors now have a leading role when it comes to building
community, working from behind the scenes to create a
lasting emotional connection. These creative professionals are
responsible for curating our auditory associations with beloved
characters and worlds, stimulating our senses and inspiring
our playlists, yet they rarely get the recognition they deserve as
curators of culture.

Until now.
Today’s Top Television Music Supervisors

Earlier this month, Emmy nominations were announced and
major music supervisors from last year’s television whirlwind are
getting some well-deserved recognition. Coming as a surprise to
no one, Nora Felder, the all-star responsible for Kate Bush’s
latest resurgence, has been nominated for Stranger Things. This
is her fourth nomination for the show, meaning each season,
her stellar work has garnered recognition. Season four has seen
some other notable music choices, namely the use of “Master of
Puppets.” Following the July 1st release of the last two episodes
of the season, the 1986 song spiked on streaming services, with
daily on-demand U.S. audio streams growing nearly 400% in
the first few days of the month compared to its June streaming
totals, according to Luminate.

Felder, whose previous work includes What We Do In The Shadows,
Californication, and Better Things, believes surges like this
represent the staying power of music, proving that talented
songwriters can transcend generations and musical trends.
While she anticipated that throwbacks used in the show would
trend again, the overwhelming response is a shock. When asked
about it, Felder has said, “This is truly an exciting moment in
music history proving what I've always believed, that timeless
music and songs can and should live on forever.”

An incredibly successful music supervisory duo, Jen Malone
and Adam Leber, have been nominated again this year for
Euphoria, demonstrating the power of collaboration on multiple
levels. Malone has seen a meteoric rise as of late, with Showtime’s
Yellowjackets, Paramount+’s The Offer, and Atlanta, which is not to
say that she’s new to the scene, but rather to emphasize how in
tune she is with the needs and interests of today’s consumers.
With her help, Euphoria has become a social-media phenomenon,
trending on a weekly basis with viewers eagerly identifying
new songs and adding them to their playlists. The show itself
provides virtually no genre or decade restrictions, providing
the supervisors with a freedom that one might find daunting if
they weren’t so professional. Hand in hand with American talent
manager, entrepreneur, and investor Adam Leber, Malone has
shaped the cultural zeitgeist. The pair were previously nominated
for an Emmy for season 1, and have continued the standard of
work, earning them this second opportunity.

Superstar Music Supervisor Robin Urdanghas already won three
Emmys for her work on The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel and she’s back
with her fourth nomination for the show. With music so central
to the plot and establishing the era, she has been an integral part
of its evolution, seeing it through from purely score and source to
heavily featured on-camera music. With over 30 years of credits
including Burn Notice, Younger, Nomadland, Gilmore Girls: A Year in
the Life, and Call Me by Your Name, she is undeniably a pro, but
she still maintains a grounded influence and ear to the ground
attitude developed from her years working in bars. Her nuanced
attitude is evident in her work. “I always feel like it should allow
people to feel what they want to feel, and not push them or make
them feel something.” She goes on to say, “When music is used
right, sometimes you don’t even notice it and sometimes you love
it. It makes you feel. It’s another character.”

Thomas Golubi¢ has put the soundtrack of Better Call Saul
on the map, earning him yet another Emmy nomination. The
soundtrack features an eclectic mix spanning decades with
tracks by Nancy Sinatra, Burl Ives, Dave Porter, Rick Springfield,
Pixies, The Breeders, BADBADNOTGOOD (Storm #22), and more.
Golubi¢, DJ and twice Grammy-nominated record producer has
previously worked on Breaking Bad, The Walking Dead, Grace and
Frankie, and Six Feet Under among many other film and television
projects. In 2017 Thomas became the president of the Guild of
Music Supervisors, meaning he is not only a working stable, he is
an integral part of the music supervisor community.

Ozark also turned heads, or rather ears this year, with Gabe
Hilfer leading the charge. With previous work including Suicide
Squad, Black-ish, and Sausage Party, he is capable of impressive
range. Music was indispensable in setting the tone for Ozark,
bringing complexity and layers to a dark world. Hilfer considered
the music an exclamation point, ensuring that each choice was
deliberate and intentional. While the sheer number of songs
used might not be the most impressive, the lasting impression
from them certainly is.
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Rounding out the nominations, Janet Lopezisbeing recognized
for her balanced and intriguing work on The White Lotus. Toeing
the line between light-hearted enjoyment and moments of
sheer suspense, Lopez’s music choices created a world that
people could not stop talking about. Bringing her experience
from shows like The Twilight Zone, The Nevers, and Utopia, Lopez
brought audiences to a far-off place, while managing to stay very
tethered to our reality.

Of course, the exciting players in the space are certainly not
limited to this year’s Emmy nominees. The world of music
supervisors is rich and constantly changing. People like Samuel
Diaz (NCIS, Blue Bloods, Star Trek: Picard), Matt Biffia (Sex
Education, Hacks), and the incredible duo of Christa Miller and
Tony Von Pervieux, who curate music for Ted Lasso, have also
done their part to remind audiences of old songs and introduce
them to new ones.

Credit Where Credit is Due

In June, NPR reported that music supervisors are looking
to unionize with the International Alliance of Theatrical
Stage Employees, or IATSE. Like many workers across many

industries, music supervisors started talking seriously about
unionizing at the onset of the pandemic. According to IATSE,
75% of an estimated 500 music supervisors have now signed
authorization cards to join the union. This is largely because
most music supervisors are considered independent contractors
and ineligible for unemployment payments. The union says
music supervisors want to standardize pay rates in order to
tackle discrimination and disparities; gain access to healthcare
and retirement plans; and negotiate with the Alliance of Motion
Picture and Television Producers, which has not voluntarily
recognized the union.

It is clear that music supervisors are striving for credit where
credit is due in an industry where behind the scenes creators are
finally starting to be recognized. While not often glamorized
or publicly recognized for their work, music supervisors have
become a make-it-or-break-it force when it comes to what
we experience on the small screen—bringing the cinematic
experience home. With the ability to bring new life to an old
song, help indie artists find new audiences, and create a moment
that will last forever in the hearts and minds of fans, these
multi-talented maestros are growing in prominence and are a
force on the pop culture landscape.

Check out this issue's carefully
curated playlists by clicking below:

e Spotify:

@ YouTube
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STORM
TRACKER

CHARLIE PUTH
(STORM No. 26)
Singer-songwriter Charlie Puth (STORM #26) is gearing up to release his third studio album, CHARLIE and dropped not
only its respective artwork via Instagram, but also its release date, along with a message regarding its creation. He has
released three songs from his upcoming project—“Light Switch,” “That’s Hilarious,” and most recently, “Left and Right”

featuring Jung Kook of BTS.

REZZ

(STORM No. 40)
Canadian DJ and producer REZZ (STORM #40) has revealed the development of a brand new record label which she will helm.
The announcement arrives in the wake of the release of REZZ's stunning new album Spiral and a massive North American tour.
The track "Taste of You" from that album already has 16M streams on Spotify with no signs of slowing down. Catch Rezz on
tour at Lollapalooza, Moonrise Festival 2022, and as a headliner at Red Rocks Amphitheatre for 3 nights this October.

Lizzo

(STORM No. 45)
Singer, rapper, and songwriter Lizzo (STORM #45) recently announced her intergalactic "Lizzoverse" light show for her new
album Special. This was an immersive cosmic light show experience set to her second studio album that was just released on
July 15th. The audiovisual planetarium spectacle was held in New York City’s Cipriani 25 Broadway. This new album feels
incredibly personal to Lizzo and is a spectacular follow-up to her hit 2019 album, "Cuz I Love You." Rolling Stone has hailed
this new album as "the best music she's ever made." We agree!

THE STORM REPORT # Issue No.81 # July/August 2022 7



STORM
FORECAST

The long-running Spanish festival, which has been held in Barcelona
since 2001, will make its U.S. debut September 12-18, 2022 at the .
L.A. State Historic State Park. Nine Inch Nails, Arctic Monkeys
and Lorde are set to headline the inaugural Primavera Sound Los
Angeles. Also, don't forget to catch some of our alumni that will be
performing as well: Clairo, Shygirl, Tierra Whack, and many more.

S$S23 NEW YORK -~
FASHION WEEK

\ September 9-14 (Manhattan, NY)

New York Fashion Week, is a semi-annual series
of events when international fashion collections

September 29 (Coral Gables, FL)

The 2022 Billboard Latin Music Awards,
the longest-running and most prestigious
award show in Latin music, will take

are s.hov./m to buyers, the press, 'ar!d the general place this year on Sept. 29 at Watsco [
public. includes a Candlelight Vigil, The Gospel p Center in Miami. The awards will be
" Music of Elvis Presley Dinner Show, and the broadcast simultaneously on Spanish
-~ annual Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Contest. entertainment cable network. Universo

throughout Latin America and the
Caribbean on Telemundo Internacional,
and on demand next day on Peacock. As
has been the case for over 20 years, the
Billboard Latin Music Awards coincide
with Billboard’s annual Latin Music Week,
the single largest and most important
gathering of the Latin music industry,
taking place September 26—October 1.

R )y
- Neon and Universal Pictures Content = k

. \ ever David Bowie doc sanctioned by
. A his estate, following its bow in the -
Midnight Screenings section of the 75th :
" k .~ k Cannes Film Festival on September 16.
The motion picture reveals the icon

Group have announced that they will
» ‘ hk

- k- release Moonage Daydream, the first-
-~
S/
-~ g —Te— [ 8

\.“
D e

-\ -\' through his own voice and features 48 MUST SEE FALL Tv 2022
y of his musical tracks, mixed from their
- original stems. It does without saying Suffering from Stranger Things withdrawal? Have no fear! Coming

that we are very excited to experience
this in theatres in September.

soon to a small screen near you are a crop of highly anticipated
new and returning shows. Starting with Netflix's adaptation of

Neil Gaiman's iconic comic-book series The Sandman (August 5),
‘ this upcoming fall season of TV is going to be incredible. New
h : seasons of favorites like Locke and Key (Netflix, August 10),

\ ~ The Good Fight (Paramount+, September 8), Cobra Kai (Netflix,
. - September 9), and The Handmaid's Tale (Hulu, September 14) are

g / g . - returning. Other shows we are looking forward to are A League
!:" - L b, 4 r L \ L ) v "~ of Their Own (Amazon Prime, August 12), She-Hulk: Attorney at
. k . - - Law (Disney+, August 17), House of the Dragon (HBO, August 21),
; L - o : \ L \ and of course, Amazon Prime's The Lord of the Rings: The Rings of
. J - Power (September 2).
L .
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https://youtu.be/EPVdGy9SBHI
https://open.spotify.com/track/40SBS57su9xLiE1WqkXOVr?si=a4c3787bc8b447ab
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https://youtu.be/xuauDhEMP6s
https://open.spotify.com/track/74w3KQUxPOEJYmQHgmRVsh?si=571dab16030f4c03
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uU24X8HFgfE
https://open.spotify.com/track/7ArVzlFsFsQXNseVXmdOyk?si=bf110ead68ee4462
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204K 244K Pop, Electronic, Dance Lauv, Milky Chance ® Snafu Records

Los Angeles-based indie pop singer-songwriter, iamnotshane (born Shane Niemi) has built a cult-like fanbase over the past several years. First
catching attention in 2016 for his flamboyant dance style, the music video for his song "Insecure" featured the iconic Anti-Gravity Lean made
famous by Michael Jackson and has over 6M views on YouTube. It's hard not to smile when listening to iamnotshane, even when his latest track
"maybe my soulmate died" (which already has nearly 10M streams on Spotify) has some darker themes. It's no wonder that he's finally hitting
his stride in 2022, bringing some dancy 80s-inspired bop when we need it most. Photo by Shania Houchens ©2022
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https://youtu.be/rB6I6qWy4Rs
https://open.spotify.com/track/1D7sWofAbWelYs35iRM08U?si=1a075d336fb0496d
https://youtu.be/S_KUxsFPpp8
https://open.spotify.com/track/7N1bEUVuQo8HHuikDgJ10c?si=f32c79b9bab74ee7

B 91K © 934K

72.5K B 738K B Pop B Alessia Cara, Lauren Weintraub ® FRTYFVE

Rachel Grae is a rising singer-songwriter based in New York. As a self-described oddball, Rachel has a way of tapping into the psychological, cerebral,
and emotional, but it's her powerhouse vocals that set her apart from her peers. Recently, she released a snippet of her "Friend Like Me" on TikTok

and has garnered up to 7.3M views and 1.5M likes to date. She is an optimistic and outgoing young person, and music is the way for her to look
inward. Photo by Shervin Lainez ©2021

RACHEL GRAE

D 14.4K © 918K



https://youtu.be/iQOpSgEEmTA
https://open.spotify.com/track/0ctJr4dFdrk0Fv1CWW9cSW?si=a69c7c5d6c494dc0
https://youtu.be/sKYTe6MzV8c
https://open.spotify.com/track/0dAX78YVZtK3izR21SGxia?si=e9d0e3b920b74915
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B Pop, Rock, Hip-Hop/Rap
B The Weeknd, Raury
@® Treedort Records

Born in Jamaica, Allocaiis a LA-based
pop recording artist whose unique
sound and style brings a breath of
fresh air to the music industry. With
his broad vocal range and versatile
dance routines enables him to
fully captivate an audience in his
live performances. Allocai released
his debut album CRUELTY in April
2020 which was a 12 track LP that
empathized the personal experience
he faced through emotions rather
than words. Photo by Joe Perry
©2022
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https://youtu.be/lz62mLwaakc
https://open.spotify.com/track/0mLr3Oaq3Naf9FCDe2ITIg?si=e5c26a0795c74d22
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4.6M N/A Alternative/Indie Jade Bird, Birdy ® Mom+Pop

Actress, model, singer, and lyricist Maya Hawke is perhaps most known for appearing as Robin in the Netflix series "Stranger Things." Daughter
of Ethan Hawke and Uma Thurman, the now 23-year-old multi-hyphenate studied at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts in London, the Stella
Adler Studio of Acting in New York, and Julliard. A rising star both on screen and behind the microphone, she made her musical debut in 2020
with her album, Blush, which featured a dusty alt-country sound showcasing her airy, laid-back vocals and heartfelt lyrics. The actor-musician is
now preparing to release her next album Moss in September through Mom+Pop. As a preview, Hawke has shared the single "Thérése," which is
inspired by the painting Thérése Dreaming by Balthus. We can't wait to see what she does next! Photo by Celine Sutter ©2022
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https://youtu.be/-YtX6gNJQx4
https://open.spotify.com/track/5TPWOzPTIxCjqfqORrzoiO?si=b388001b79a34f16
https://youtu.be/0m51gQADloo
https://open.spotify.com/track/1LklAGxyeK07JYRzw3Vzx9?si=c7da628caddf43af
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https://youtu.be/jFUT94BicV8
https://open.spotify.com/track/7I8lyqN33b5u26avtR6NiK?si=9e215d08d8fa4325
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https://youtu.be/SU_IR2fgm4g
https://open.spotify.com/track/4v6gnS0Bnsw8JL8fx101fP?si=8236094b85504b57

. PARDYALONE

O 24.2K @ 341K

GRACE'S
TOP PICK!

3]
. '}LJ.
THE STORM REPQRT # Issue No.80 # July/August 2022
¥


https://youtu.be/0G7BnIXJQrs
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https://youtu.be/ZaandF8G7l4
https://open.spotify.com/track/2q9H0X7iydElpMToAUvrDC?si=b9ada1000bf449bb
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https://youtu.be/Nwk1AwyRfag
https://open.spotify.com/track/1UT47W7TfolzxAIjOcB8A8?si=04b62bdc99894fe4

- HANS WILLIAMS

©® N/A @ 342 B Pop, Electronic, Dance @ HNNY, SAFIA @ Alice Ivy

As a highly-collaborative ARIA-nominated electronic producer from Australia, Alive Ivy crafts soulful soundscapes with hip-hop samples,
recalling work by the Avalanches, Gramatik, and L'Orange. Her debut album "I'm Dreaming" was released in 2018 and has since performed more
than 300 shows worldwide including Australian national tours with Billie Eilish, Foster The People, Flight Facilities, and many more. With 10
consecutive singles on high rotation at Australian radio station triple j, Alice Ivy is fast becoming recognised as one of Australia's most versatile
artists. Photo by Dominik Schmarsel ©2022



https://youtu.be/HfoGMBGkBOM
https://open.spotify.com/track/5Aswt4tzP6hF8SZJQkpW3S?si=6257d318b3694f5b
https://youtu.be/HfoGMBGkBOM
https://open.spotify.com/track/045scjsVsgs4fJtvUgmWtz?si=e8260b4173cb404d
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https://youtu.be/hn5QyELpfSw
https://open.spotify.com/track/5ekn0rTXRpR5M99v64inDc?si=17790ea2649245b1
https://youtu.be/TpDi4RsJ4Qo
https://open.spotify.com/track/214eImoHDFo0vb3WL2Amk4?si=365722d0da1844d2

Thanks for reading! See you next month.
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